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Critical Illness Insurance: 

How financially  
prepared are you?



Being diagnosed with a critical illness can be a frightening experience, physically, emotionally and 
financially. Critical illness insurance from Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois can help take the fear 
out of your family’s financial situation so you can focus on recovering.

Are you financially able to survive a critical illness?

Critical illness insurance can help provide the financial protection 
you and your family need if you suffer a critical illness.

How Does It Work? 
Critical illness insurance pays a lump sum of money directly to you if you or 
one of your covered dependents suffers one of the covered critical illnesses. 
This benefit is in addition to and independent of any other benefits you 
may be eligible for. You can use the money as you wish—to help cover 
your medical plan deductible and coinsurance, pay for uncovered medical 
treatment, or use it for your regular day-to-day living expenses. The choice 
is yours!

Screening Benefit
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois wants to help encourage prevention 
and early detection. That is why our critical illness insurance includes an 
optional wellness benefit that pays qualified claimants $50 annually just for 
taking any one of our 26 wellness tests.

Health Savings Account2 (HSA) Compliant
Our critical illness plans comply with HSA regulations. You can receive 
our critical illness benefits without being disqualified from the tax savings 
associated with contributing to an HSA account.

What are the covered critical illness conditions?

Severe COVID-19

Invasive cancer

Carcinoma in situ* (25%)

Heart attack

Heart surgeries* (25%)

Stroke

Major organ transplant

End stage renal failure

Paralysis

Benign brain tumor

Coma

Loss of sight, speech or hearing

Major burns

Please refer to your group’s summary of 
benefits for a complete listing of covered 
conditions under your employer’s insurance. 
Your employer’s critical illness insurance may 
not cover all of these conditions.

*Carcinoma in situ and heart surgery benefits are 25% 
of the selected benefit amount.

Approximately  

48 PERCENT  
of adults over 20 years old  
have cardiovascular disease.1

If a you had a heart attack, could 
you afford to pay someone to do 
all of the things you usually do, 
like house repairs, taking care 
of children and getting to and 
from rehabilitation and doctor 
appointments?

An estimated  

7 MILLION  
Americans over 20 years  
old self-report having had  
a stroke.1

If you suffer a stroke, could 
you afford to pay for house 
modifications, such as ramps and 
lifts? Could you earn a living if you 
couldn’t speak, write or stand for a 
prolonged period of time?

Critical illness insurance will 
help offset the financial  
burden so the focus can  
be on getting better.



Critical illness insurance Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois (BCBSIL) triples your protection by 
allowing each covered person to receive up to three times his or her per illness benefit maximum if he 
or she suffers multiple covered critical illnesses. That means even if you receive benefits once, you are 
still covered if you suffer additional covered conditions.

Triple Protection 

Jane buys critical illness 
insurance with a $20,000 

maximum benefit per 
critical illness. 

Her plan gives her  
3 x $20,000  

of elected coverage for total pool of 

$60,000 $20,000 max/incident

Jane still has another $15,000 of benefits  
available if she suffers another critical illness.

Example:  
Jane buys critical illness insurance 
with a $20,000 maximum benefit 
per type of illness. Three times 
her elected benefit amount gives 
her a total of $60,000 for all 
covered conditions. She suffers 
a heart attack and qualifies for a 
benefit payment. When her claim 
is approved, she is paid $20,000, 
because heart attack benefits are 
paid at 100 percent of the benefit 
amount. This money can help pay 
for bills, cost of living expenses or 
anything else she needs. 

Two years later, she is diagnosed 
with invasive cancer. She has 
not exhausted her coverage 
maximum. She is paid an 
additional $20,000, which is the 
full benefit amount for invasive 
cancer. A few years later, her 
cardiologist informed her she 
needed to have heart bypass 
surgery. Since the benefit for 
heart surgeries is 25 percent of 
the maximum per illness benefit 
amount, Jane receives another 
$5,000 benefit after she has her 
heart surgery.

Jane still has another $15,000 of benefits available  
if she suffers another critical illness.

Benefit Amount  
Elected: 

$20,000  
per critical illness

BCBSIL TRIPLES the protection: 
$60,000 total, $20,000 
maximum per illness.

Heart attack–100%	 $20,000

Invasive cancer–100%	 $20,000

Heart surgeries–25%	 $5,000

Total Benefit Used	 $45,000

Benefit Remaining	 $15,000

She suffers a heart  
attack and qualifies for 100% 

of her benefit amount of

$20,000
(maximum amount for this critical illness)

Two years later, she is 
diagnosed with invasive 

cancer. She receives

$20,000
(maximum amount for this critical illness)

Her cardiologist performs  
her heart bypass surgery  

(25% benefit). She receives

$5,000
(maximum amount for this critical illness)

H



1 AHA STATISTICAL UPDATE, Heart Disease and Stroke Statistics—2019 Update, A Report from the American Heart Association, March 5, 2019. 2Health Savings Accounts are described in Section 223 
of the Internal Revenue Code.    

For employee use only. For illustrative purposes only. May not be available in all jurisdictions. Coverage may be subject to limitations, exclusions and other coverage conditions contained in the issued 
policy. Please consult the policy for the actual terms of coverage.

For costs and further details of the coverage, including the specific requirements of  
each covered condition and all exclusions, reductions or limitations and the terms  

under which the policy may be continued in force, please contact human resources.

In addition to specific exclusions and limitations for a covered condition:

A Pre-Existing Condition Exclusion

•	 A pre-existing condition is any illness or injury for which the insured received medical treatment for or advice was 
rendered, prescribed or recommended, whether or not it was diagnosed at all or misdiagnosed within 12 months 
prior to the policy effective date.

•	 A pre-existing condition is not covered for the first 12 months after the policy effective date.

•	 The pre-existing conditions clause may vary by state. 

Exclusions and Limitations

•	 If an injury or illness causes 
more than one covered 
condition to occur, benefits are 
only payable under the greatest 
benefit level percentage and are 
payable once, up to 300% of the 
critical illness insurance benefit 
in the schedule of benefits.

•	 Benefits for a kidney transplant 
are covered under the end 
stage renal failure benefit only.

•	 The insured must be registered 
by the United Network of Organ 
Sharing (UNOS) in order for 
a major organ transplant or 
kidney transplant necessitated 
by end stage renal failure to be 
a covered condition.

•	 Different covered conditions 
must be separated by 180 days.

•	 Benefits may reduce due to age. 

•	 No benefits are payable for a 
covered condition if it results 
directly or indirectly from:

a.	 The misuse of alcohol or 
taking of drugs (except 
those drugs prescribed 
by a physician and used 
in the manner prescribed 
or FDA regulated over-
the-counter drugs used 
as recommended by the 
manufacturer); or

b.	 Injury received during active 
participation in a riot, strike 
or civil commotion, or any 
act incidental thereto; or

c.	 Commission of or attempt 
to commit an illegal activity 
defined under state or 
federal law; or

d.	 Injury received from driving 
while intoxicated or under 
the influence. Under the 
influence or intoxication 
is defined by the laws of 
the jurisdiction in which 
the accident causing the 
injury occurred or .08% 
blood alcohol content if 
the jurisdiction in which 
the accident occurred does 
not define intoxication. 
Conviction is not necessary 
for a determination of under 
the influence or intoxication.
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